SAFE CUSTODY
ankles free, unbound their eyes and pulled the rogues
on to their feet: but when we bade them march,
they would not obey, and when we laid hands upon
them, they threw themselves down on the ground.
The time was now half past three, _and since, after
crossing the valley, we had to climb up to the road,
\ve were not in the mood to put up with obstruction
like that.
" Listen to me/' said Hubert. " You're going to
take this journey, whether you like it or no. If you
don't want to walk, you needn't, But if you don't
walk, you'll be dragged.'1
With that, he told Stiven to cut two lengths of cord
and set these, like halters, about the scoundrels'
necks, " but don't make slip-knots," he said. " We
don't want to hang them here."
This was soon done, but before we could take the
strain, they both thought better of their contumacy
and scrambled up to their feet.
With the ropes about their necks, we led them across
the valley, like captive slaves, and I think I could have
pitied even Harris, but for the way he had used us four
days before.
Our passage up the side of the mountain will hardly
go into words, but I like to think that they suffered as
much as we. Before we started, we took the gags from
their mouths and bound their wrists before them
instead of behind. Then we took the ropes from their
necks and set them beneath their arms, " not/' said
Palin, "that a halter doesn't become you. You've
never looked so attractive since you came out of jail.
But you've got to go up a precipice, and weV no
desire to leave your bodies behind."
" Gawd Jelp/' said Punter, weakly.
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